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Countering Anti-Semitism — Do Not Stigmatize Criticism of the Netanyahu
Government

The Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance (BSW) Group in the German Bundestag is committed
to protecting Jewish life in Germany. We condemn the terrorist attack by Hamas on 7.
October, 2023. We reaffirm Israel's right to self-defence, but at the same time recognize
that Benjamin Netanyahu's government, with its extreme right-wing elements, has taken
actions in the Gaza Strip, the West Bank and Lebanon having nothing to do with legitimate
self-defence.

Anti-Semitic attacks in Germany must be countered using all means available under the
rule of law. Combating anti-Semitism is a task for the police and the judiciary as well as a
concern for society as a whole. However, the parliamentary groups of the SPD,
CDU/CSU, Alliance 90/The Greens and the FDP have submitted a motion on this matter
which undermines the democratic obligation to fight anti-Semitism. Instead of orienting
themselves towards democratic consensus, the governing traffic light coalition and the
CDU/CSU are now attempting to make an administrative decision on the necessary
discussions over the distinction between anti-Semitism and criticism of Israeli government
policy. On a 3. November 2024 Deutschlandfunk radio broadcast, the journalist Stephan
Detjen offered the following critical views, shared by many commentators and scholars:
"The so-called IHRA definition is to form the basis of a state-controlled fight against anti-
Semitism in academia, culture and the media. It is promoted by the Israeli government
primarily because it serves to delegitimize criticism of Israeli warfare and occupation
violating international law."

We share the concerns of Prof. Ralf Michaels (Director at the Max Planck Institute for
Comparative and International Private Law), Jerzy Montag (Judge at the Bavarian
Constitutional Court), Prof. Armin Nassehi (Ludwig Maximilian University), Prof. Andreas
Paulus (former judge at the Federal Constitutional Court), Prof. Miriam Rurup (Director of
the Moses Mendelsohn Centre for European-Jewish Studies at the University of
Potsdam) and Prof. Paula-lrene Villa Braslavsky (Ludwig Maximilian University), who
have presented a counter-proposal and note that "the German Basic Law deliberately
sets narrow limits on state regulation in areas involving fundamental rights, such as art
and science, and instead relies on the individual responsibility of society and its various
sectors to combat inhumane ideologies such as anti-Semitism" (F.A.Z., 23. October,
2024).



The BSW Group in the German Bundestag regrets and strongly condemns the fact that
the parliamentary groups of the SPD, Greens, FDP and CDU/CSU failed to consider the
so-called Jerusalem Declaration, drafted in 2021 by leading scholars, which proposes a
far more precise definition of anti-Semitism.

Instead, with their text, the coalition parties and the CDU/CSU are allowing themselves
to be harnessed to the Netanyahu government so as to silence criticism of the Israeli
government's breaches of international law. This motion further isolates Germany
internationally, since it would cast as anti-Semitic South Africa's International Court of
Justice lawsuit, which it filed along with numerous countries of the Global South against
Israel for genocide of the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. The motion does the same
regarding those demands made by 52 countries at the United Nations supporting an arms
embargo on Israel in response to the slaughter of more than 42,000 Palestinians in Gaza,
of whom around 70 per cent are women and children.

The traffic light coalition and CDU/CSU's text makes all members of the UN Security
Council, with the exception of the US, along with the vast majority of the UN General
Assembly, potentially vulnerable to accusations of anti-Semitism for criticising the Israeli
government. The motion in question is reckless in its sweeping accusations of anti-
Semitic attitudes it levels against the populations of North Africa and the Middle East.

With their motion, the traffic light parliamentary groups and the CDU/CSU are making
themselves accomplices to the crimes of Netanyahu's government. In the land of the
Holocaust, of all places, they now claim moral superiority over the rest of the world and
declare it anti-Semitic.

The governing parties and the CDU/CSU are isolating Germany internationally and at the
same time opening up a framework for attacks on the Basic Law, in particular with regard
to artistic and academic freedom, freedom of assembly and of expression. Human rights
organizations outside Israel, but also in Israel itself, must now fear a loss of funding on
account of criticism of the Netanyahu government.

The BSW Group in the German Bundestag is committed to combating anti-Semitism
resolutely. We must, however, reject the motion tabled by the traffic light parliamentary
groups and the CDU/CSU. The fight against anti-Semitism must not be allowed to be
misused as a shield for an another government's violations of international law.

The Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance is in favour of an immediate halt to arms deliveries to
Israel as well as an immediate ceasefire. The occupation of the Gaza Strip and the West



Bank by Israel must be brought to an end — as must the annexations of East Jerusalem
and the Golan Heights, which violate international law.

Our political goal is a two-state solution along the 1967 borders, with East Jerusalem as
the capital of an independent Palestinian state. Palestinians must not be denied their right
to self-determination through accusations of anti-Semitism; that would be a political
blunder of grave proportions.
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